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DIVINE MisCELANx, 
O R, 
Scriptural Narrative; 
WHEREIN 


Is diſplay'd the immenſe Brightneſs 
of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, Conducting 
his Church encounter'd hitherto with 
nnſpeakable Difficulties, and placing 
King GEORGE on the Throne of theſe 
Kingdoms; Whereby are defeated the 
Miſchievous Defigns of our implacable 
Enemies. 
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READER: 


Tale it (Chriſtian Reader) for 4 daring 
Preſumption in any Man to pretend to give 

us an Epitome of the facred Scriptures ; for 
if we ſuppoſe that theſe Things which Jeſus did 
bould have been Written every one, that even 
then theWorld it ſelf could not have contain'd 


the Books that ſhould be Written, 


How then can we ſuppoſe, or conceive, that all 
thoſe Things which were ſpoken and written by 
the Holy Men of God, who ſpake and writ as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Pet. 1. 
20, 21. are, or can be fully comprehended 
all, or any of the Saints on this de Heaven? 
Which things the Angels deſire to look into, and 
the Spirits of Juſt Men made perfect, ſhall with 
an Holy Extaſie of joy contemplate to all Eter- 
nit). | 

Nevertheleſs to give a brief Account of ſome 
Things relating to, or included in the Scriptures 
and previous to that Diſcription of theC herch 

erein 


herein after particularly expreſſed, may, I con- 

cieve, be ſerviceable io the publick, eſpecially, 4 
we hear what the Lord therein ſaith to his Church, 
and what he requireth at the Hands of all Chri- 
ſtians, both for the matter of Faith and of Pra- 
fice ; and that both in general and particular 
Daties, wherein they are fully directed what to 
follow, and what to avoid, And as it is written, 
There is none other Name given among Men 
whereby we muſt be faved, but by the Name 
of Jeſus : So zeither is there any other Rule 
but that of the written Word of God to di- 
rect us unto him who is the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life. And as many as walk according 
to this Rule, Peace be on them, and Mercy on 


the Iſrael of Goa. 
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Divine MISCELANY, 


O R, 


Scriptural Narrative, &. 


O ſooner did proud Lucifer aſſay 

to be like the moſt High, but 
Vengeance purſued and overtook 
him ; yea with ſuch mighty vio- 

lence was that Arch-Traytor caſt down from 
Heaven, 2 Pet. 24. that he rebounded (as 
It were) and liting upon the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil in the midit 
of the Garden of GOD, eſpied, and gazing 
with ſurprize, but with an evil eye, upon 
the Noble Stature, and Beauteous Excellen- 
cy of Man, madc in the Image, after the 
Likeneſs of Goo, malicioully ſtrikes at him, 
and at once defaces the Divine Image, ex- 
pecting him ſuddenly to go down to the 
Chambers of Death, and there to be with 


him for ever : To allude to the Words of 
B that 


that mock Samuel ſpoken to Saul in the day 
of his diſtreſs, under the dereliction of God, 
1 Sam. 28. 15, 19. To morrow (ſaies he) 

alt thou and thy two Sens be with me, i. e. 
Je ſhall be ſlain, and ſo no longer be among 
the living, but with me amoneſt the dead. 
But behold ! the marvelous diffappointment 
of the wicked one, when Infinite Goodneſs, 
and aſtoniſhing Love, exceeding the ex- 
ceeeding ſinfulneſs of Sin, not only made 
way for Adam's eſcaping the Damnation of 
Hell, reſcuing him out of the Snare of the 


Devil; but in the promiſed Seed, Gen. 3. 15. 


gave him, and in him all ſincere Believers 
Abſolution, and therein the Pledge of his 
Eternal Favour, until Mortality ſhould be 
ſwallo ed up of Life, 2 Cor. 5. 4. Never. 
theleſs the Lord God ſent forth the Man 
from the Garden of Eden to Till the Ground 
from whence he was taken, having ſaid to 
him before, Duſt thou art, and to Duſt thou 
ſhalt return, 

And after that Cain had {lain his Brother 
Abel, Adam knew Eve his Wife again, and 
ſhe bare him a Son, and called his Name 


Seth; and to Seth, to him alfo was born a 


Son, and he called his Name Euos: Then 
began Men to call upon the Name of the 
Lord. | 

Thus the Prime Patriarch ſurviving (I 
preſume) the Mother of all living, dies at 
laſt, and his Genealogy under the Charact- 


er of the Sons of God, ſaw the Daughters of 
en 


b 
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Men, that they were Fair, and they took them 
Mives of all that they choſe, There were 
Gyants in the Earth in thoſe Days. And 
alſo after that, vi. after that Age, when 
the Sons of God came in unto the Daugh- 
ters of Men, and they bear Children to 
them, the ſame became mighty Men, which 
were of old, Men of Renown ; which 
Words may ſeem to be emblematical, or 
ſerve at lealt for an Hieroglyphical deſcrip- 
tion of the wickedneſs of Man, which God 
ſaw was great in the Earth, until the Flood 
came and {wept them all away, fave Noah 
and his Family, wherein the early Villainy 
of Ham the Father of Canaan, impioutly 
ſcoihng at his Father Noah's Nakedaels, 
brought a Curſe upon himſelf, in the Per- 
ſon af Cauaan, a Servant of Servants with 
all his Progeny, finally devoted to utter de- 


ſtruction. 


Of this accurſed Generation, went forth 
that wicked Crew to Build the City and 
Tower of Babel, as it they meant to vie 
with. Heaven, and to fortity themſelves 
againſt the Molt High; or elſe deſign'd to 
Domineer and Tyranize over all Mankind: 
But to curb the iafſolence of thoſe daring 
Rebels, the Lord (ſpeaking after the man- 
ner of Men) came down to view their 


Works, and deriding their Preſumption in 


that their fooliſh enterprize, contounded 
their Language, and ſcattered them abroad 
upon the tace of all the Earth, and they 
left off to build the City, 32 Alter 


F473 


After this, the God of Glory appear'd un- 
to Abraham, and ſaid, Get thee out of thy 
Country, and from thy Rindred, and from thy 
Father's Houſe, unto a Land that I will ſhew 
thee, Gen. 12. 1. Acts 7. 2, 2. And he went 
out, not knowing whithey he went, Heb. 11. 8. 
And the Lord appear'd again unto him, 
and ſaid, Unto thy ſeed will I give this Land, 
Gen. 12. 7. and 15. 7. Aud God ſpake on 
this wiſe , that his ſeed ſhould ſojourn in 4 
ſtrange land; and that they ſhould bring 
them into bondage, and entreat them evil 
four hundred years, Gen. 15. 13. Acts 7. 6. 
And he gave him the Covenant of Cir- 
cumciſion, that he might be the Father of 
all Believers, Rom. 4. 11. And ſo Abraham 
begat Jaac, and Circumciſed him the 
eighth day; and Jaac begat Jacob, and 
Jacob begat the Twelve Patriarchs. And 
the Patriarchs moved with envy fold Joſeph 
into Ezypr; but God was with him, and 

ave him favour in the fight of Pharoah, 
who made him Governour over Egypr, and 
all his Houſe. Now there came a Dearth 
over all the Land of Egypt and Canaan, and 
great Affliction, But when Jacob heard 
that there was Corn in Egypt, he ſent out 
Ten of his Sons firſt: And at the ſecond 
time, Joſeph was made known to his Bre- 


thren. Then ſent Joſeph and called his Fa- 


ther Jacob to him, and all his Kindred, 
Threeſcore and Fifteen Souls. So Jacob 


went down into Fgypr, and died, he _ 
| | the 
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the Patriarchs, and all that Generation; 
But when the time of Promiſe drew nigh, 
Deut. 34. 4. which God had ſworn to Abra- 
ham, the People grew and multiplied in 
Egypt, which ſo inraged the Devil, that he 
ſtirs up a new King in Egypt, that knew 
not Joſeph ( ſuppoſed to be Buſiris a Savage 
Tyrant) to ſuppreis them. The fame 
dealt ſubtilly with them, ſo that they caſt 
out their young Children, to the end they 
might not live: In which time Moſes was 
born whom God made Ruler over 1/rael. 
And after that the Lord had with an high 
hand brought the J7/rae/ites out of Egypt, 
they paſſed through the Red Sea as by dry 
Land, which the Egyptians eſſaying to da 
were drowned, Heb. 11. 29. And about 
the time of Fourty years ſuffered he their 
Manners in the Wilderneſs: And when he 
had deſtroyed Seven Nations in the Land 
of Canaan, he divided their Land to them 
by Lot: And after that, he gave them 
Judges about the ſpace of Four Hundred 
and Fifty Years, until Samuel the Prophet: 
And afterwards they deſired a King. But 
before this general Revolt, We read Judges 
8. 22,23. That the Men of Iſrael ſaid wnto 
Gideon, Rule thou over us, both thoa, and 
thy Son, and Son's Son alſo, that is, they 
offered to receive him to be their King, and 
to ſettle the Kingdom ſucceſſively upon his 
Polterity ; but that he rejected it, ſaying, 
I will not Rule over you ; That is, not as 

King ; 
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King; for it was the Kingdom of 1ſrae!, the 
Regal Power of which belonged to God 
alone, which they pioferred, and he refu- 
fed, and good reaſon he had for it; becauſe 
the accepting of this would have been in a 
manner a wreſting the Government out of 
God's hand: The Lord / faith he {ball Rule 
over you. Not that God Rules not by Kings 
as well as other kinds of Magiſtrates; but 
becauſe God had eſtabliſhed this way of 
Government among them by Judges, 
Numb. 27.16, 17, 22. who had not ſo great 
a degree of Soveraignty as Kings uſually 


had: And therefore it was not lawful to 


make an innovation in the Government, 
without direction from God. And upon 
this account their deſiring a King in Samue''s 
time, was the higheſt act of Rebellion, 
that a People or Nation could then be ouil- 
ty of; becauſe they rejected God from be- 
ing their King, And therefore it is ſaid, He 

ave them a King in his pong, a 1 took 
oh away in Wrath, J 13.1 which 
was the Lot of the firſt King of: Iſrael, 
1 Sam. 10. 11. and 15. 1. Anointed of God, 
and 1Sam.31r. 4. Chron. 1. 10, 4. 

And as the Iſraelites rejected God bn 
being their King, fo the Jews rejected their 
King from being God, i. e. They could not 
— in Chritt the Eternal Son of God: 
Whereupon the Son of Perdition betray'd 
his Lord and Maſter. And from that very 
inſtant that Satan entred, and took 2 
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ſion of the Traytor, he never left him till 
he burſt aſſunder, and his Bowels guſhed 
out. A dreadful Emblem of the Fate of 
Rebels againſt the King of Saints, and Lord 
of Glory. And 'tis remarkable, that, be- 
fore he went to his own place; God ſhot at 
him with an Arrow, and ſuddenly, being 
wounded, he himſelf made his Tongue to 
fall upon him, crying out in the anguiſh of 
his Soul, I have ſinned, in that I have betrayed 
innocent Blood, Plal. 64. 7. Matt. 27. 3, 4. 
And the Chief Prieſts and Elders ſaid unto 
him, What is that to ws ? See thou to it. Tis 
{trange | they ſhould make ſo light of the 
matter as they did, ſeeing their Hands was 
as deep, if not deeper in the Fact than his, 
They often laid wait for innocent Blood. Joh. 
7.1, 11, &c. ſometimes ſeeking for him them- 
ſelves, and ſometimes ſending their Officers 
to take him. And before he was appre- 
hended, They had conſulted, Mat. 26. 3,4, 
John 11. 47, 53- and determined to put 
him to Death. They had Covenanted with 


Judas, Mat. 26. 15. Luke 22. 4, 5. for Mo- 


ney to betray him into their Hands. They 
received a Band of Soldiers of Pilate, and 
appointed them to Judas, John 18. 3. They 
ſuborned and produced falſe Witneſſes a- 
gainſt him, that they might ſeem to ob- 
ſerve ſome ſhew ot Judgment, Mat. 26. 
59, 60. At the laſt, when by a ſolemn 
Oath they had extorted from him a Confeſ- 
ſion of the Truth, namely, that he was 
EF Was 
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was the Son of God, Mar. 26. 63, 64, 65,66. 
without any further examining the Cauſe, 


they condemn him moſt guiltleſs : And 


having raſhly Condemn'd him, they deli- 
ver'd him over to the Deputy, thar he 
might put him to Death, Mar. 27. 1, 2. 
How then did this nothing concern them ! 
What is that to us? They had no temorſe for 
their Sin by Judas his Confeſſion ; but 
could be preſent at their Lord's Execution, 
and inſult him as the vileſt Malefactor; al. 
tho' from the ſixth Hour there was Dark- 
neſs over all the Land until the ninth Hour. 
And when Jeſus, in the very ſeparation of 
Body and Soul, crying with a loud voice, 
(which argued that he was Lord of Death, 
and died becauſe it was his Will to die) 
had yielded up the Ghoſt : Behold! the vail 
of the Temple was rent in twain from the 
top to the bottom; and the Earth did quake, 
and the Rocks rent, and the Graves were 
opened, which Things ſo terrified and 
ſtartled the Centurion, and thoſe that were 
with him watching Jeſus, that they faid 
truly, This was the Son of God: Or, as St. 
Lake has it, This was a Righteous Man. 
Moreover, altho the Angel of the Lord, 


Whoſe Countenance was hke Lightning, 


and his Rayment white as Snow, for fear of 
whom the Keepers did ſhake, and became 
as dead Men, deſcending from Heaven, 
declar'd his Reſurrection, and thoſe chief 
Prieſts and Elders had bgen appris'd of — 
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the Things that were done; = did they 


not relent, but endeavoured to ſubvert 
the Truth of Chriſt's Doctrine and Mira- 
cles ; and to that end gave large Money to 
the Soldiers to ſay, That his Diſciples came 
and ſtole him away whilſt they ſlept. 

And thus, as you have heard, were they 
not afraid to ftretch forth their Hands againſt 
the Lords Anointed; And even as Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and the Cities about them, 
had been ſuddenly overthrown and ſer 
forth for an Example, ſuffering the Ven. 
geance of Eternal Fire: So was the final 
exciſion and cutting off the Jewiſh Nation, 
when Wrath was come upon them to the 
uttermoſt; a lively Repreſentation of the 
dreadful Judgment of the great Day. And 
when the Graves at laſt ſhall have ſwallow- 
ed up the Man of Sin and his Accomplices, 


thoſe Blood-thirſty Perſecutors, then ſhall 


they hear the Voice of the Son of God, 
which ſhall call them forth to Judgment, 
and as there's none ſo great, ſo neither is 
there any Man whoſe Circumſtances are fo 
little or minute, as to eſcape theCognizance 
of God in that Day. Ther ſhall the Kings 
of the Earth, and the Great Men, ana the 
Rich Men, and the chief Captains, and the 
mighty Men, and every Bondman, and every 
Freeman, hide themſelves, and in vain call To 
the Mount ains and Rocks to fall on them, and 
hide them from the Face of him that ſiutteth 


upos the Throne, and from the Wrath of the 
C Lamb 
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Lamb, when the great Day of his Wrath is 


come, 
To what purpoſe then are all the Machi- 
nations of wordly Powers againſt the Lord 
Almighty ? When his Hari takes hold on 
pay, os he will ſurely render Vengeance to 
his Enemies, and will Reward them that hate 
him, Deut. 32. 41. Pſalm 2. 1, 2, 3. 
Here then you have Firſt, A ſhort Deſcrip- 
tion of the Odiouſneſs of Sin in the Head or 
Root of it, which is the Devil. 
Secondly, The further Malignity and ac- 
curſed Nature of it in a Carnal Mind, which 
is Enmity againſt God, and is not ſubject to 
1 of God, neither indeed can be. 
And, | 
Thirdly, The miſchievous Effects and Con- 
ſequences of it, to wit, Death and Eternal 
Damnation, which had been the Portion 
of us All, had not our Lord himſelf taſted 
Death for every Man, who being made 
rfe& thro? Sufterings, became the Author 
of Eternal Salvation to all that obey him. 
And now what remains as a Remedy a- 
gainſt this Sin of Rebellion againſt God, 
and his Vicegerents, Acting purſuant to 


his Laws, but a firm Belief of Chriſtianity, 


which I take to be the principal Means to 
bind Men unto Obedience to God, and Sub- 
jection to the higher Powers; without which 


all Politick Courſes fail, and are found by 


Experience too weak and ineffectual. 


This 
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This Senſe of our Duty to God, is the 
beſt Method for keeping us Obedient to his 
Vicegerents, and for ſetting us upon hearty 
Endeavours to promote the Welfare and 
Happineſs of the whole Community; for 
as no Government can ſubſiſt without Re- 
ligion, nor continue if the Subjects of it 
have not the Fear of God; ſo on the other 
Hand, no Religion can obtain its end, ei- 
ther in promoting Virtue, maintaining Ju- 
ſtice, or promoting the Peace and Proſpe- 
rity of a Nation, without the Word of 
God: Fur in vain di they Worſbip me (ſaith 
the Lord) teaching for Doctrines the Command + 
ments of Men, Mark 7. 7. Lis therefore 
the Intereſt, as well as the Duty, of Kings 
and Princes, and of all the Miniſters of 
Government (as they deſire their own Pre» 
{eryation, and the Continuance of their 


Authority, and hope to do any Good in 


their ſeveral Stations) to make it their chief 
Care and Buſineſs to ſuppreſs all Irreligion 


and Vice, and to promote Religion and the 


Fear of God among their Subjects, without 
which (in a word) they themſelves can 
never be Safe, nor their People Happy. 
Neither Power nor Policy will ſtill keep - 
under a Wicked and Rebellious People, 


who are altogether Strangers to, and know - 


nothing of the Power of Religion: If all 


Men were, $:5:4:7;, true Servants-of God, 


they would be good Subjects unto their 
King; for till Obedience be willingly yield: 
Ca On 
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ed unto God, it can never conſcionably, and 
then not conſtantly be yielded unto Men: 
He that is Rebellious will be Rebellious ſtill, 
when his Duty thwarts his Intereſt, notwith- 
ſtanding all the mighty Boaſtings of his 
Loyalty; yea, ſo contemptible is the pre. 
tended Loyalty of Wicked Men, that their 
Allegiance, generally ſpeaking, is no leſs 
than Sacrilege; for inſtead of giving to Ceſar 
the Things that are Caeſar's, they give unto 
him (and he accepts) the Things that are 
Gods , And why then ſhould it ſeem ſtrange, 
if ſometimcs they have been deſtroyed, 
both they and their Kings ? 

Princes, undoubtedly, have no Power to 
looſe him whom God hath bound, nor to 
bind him whom God hath loos'd, to wit, 
they cannot Cmmand what God hath For- 
bidden; nor Forbid what God hath Com- 
manded. ) 

The Regal Power is indeed to be eſta- 
bliſhed over all Perſons Eccleſiaſtical and 
Civil only in the Lord, who muſt be ac- 
knowledged the Soveraign Lord and King 
of his Church, to Rule it by his Word and 

Laws, O 
Nor can we form a more exact and ade - 
quate Idea of the Church of God, than 
from that Deſcriptien of it, 1 Pet. 2. 9. 
But ye are a choſen Generation, a royal Prieſt- 
bed) an holy Nation, a peculiar People, that 
ye ſhonld ſhew forth the Praiſes of him, who 
hath called you out of Darkneſs into his Mar- 
velous Light. In 


. 

In which Words the Deſign of the A- 
poſtle is to enumerate the peculiar Privi- 
leges and Prerogatives of Chriſtians, ſhe w- 
ing the uſe they ſhould make of them, 
and to what end they were conferr'd upon 
them 

If we would know in what reſpects the 
Godly exceed, and wherein the Righteous, 
which conſtitute the Church of God, are 
more excellent than their Neighbours, we 
are to conſider their Election, Alliance, Kin- 
dred or Generation, the Dignity of their 
Function or Imployment; their outward 
Behaviour, and holy Converſation , their 
Number, gracious Acceptance and fayour 
with God. 

It is one of their principal Comforts to 
conſider, that they are elect and diſtin- 
guiſhed from other Men by Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus; That Faith which Works by Love; 
which purifies the Heart and overcomes the 
World ; which is accompanied withVertue, 
and Knowlege, and Temperance, and Pa- 
tience, and Godlineſs, and Brotherly Kind- 
neſs, and Charity. 

Now it muſt needs affect them greatly 
to conſider, that they, by the meer Good- 
neſs, and free Grace of God, without any 
Deſert of their own, were choſen before 
the Foundation of the World from all Eter- 
nity, Rom. 11. 7. To an everlaſting King- 
dom and Glory, and that immutable, 2 Tim. 

2 2. 19. 


(14) 


2. 19, Notwithſtanding they were all by Na- 
ture Children of Wrath, even as others. 
Hence we are all exhorted to make our 
Calling and Election ſure, 2 bet. 1, 10. 
The certainty whereof conſiſts in a Separa- 
tion from the World, wrought in us by the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, Ep. 1. 4. Evidenced by 
a Contempt of earthly Things, as incon- 
ſiſtent with the Love of God, x John 2. 15. 
Relying intirely upon Chriſt for Righteoul- 
neſs and Happineſs, which is called the 
Faith of God's Elet, choſen to Salvation, 
thro? the Sanctification of the Spirit unto 
Obedience, and belief of the Truih, and 
diſtinguiſhed by the Spirit of Adoption, 
Eph. 1. 5. more eſpecially conforming them 
to Chriſt in Affliction; as for Example, To 
be hated of the World, reviled, and per- 
ſecuted, is a manifeſt token that they are 
not of the World; For if they were of the 
World, the World would love its own ; but 
becauſe they are not of the World, but 
choſen out of the World, therefore the 
World hateth them. And that their Af. 
flitions are the Afflictions of the Goſpel, 
will further appear, in that they, like their 
Maſter, learn Obedience by their Sufferings, 
not going out of the way of their Duty, 
knowing, that in the Iſſue all Things ſhall 


work together for their Good, which is the 


beſt evidence Faith can follow, in applying 
God's Promiſes made to us in Chriſt. Chri- 
ſtian Aſſurance (which is experimental on- 


ly, 


CF 
ly; having no other Evidence than what 
ariſeth from Obedience and Satisfaction) 
fortifies the Soul, and prepares it for all 
events; He (hall not be afraid of evil Ty- 
dings, his Heart is fixed truſting in the 
Lord; Tho? the Waves daſh, and the Winds 
riſe, tho? the Storms increaſe, and the 
Floods beat in, yet the Houſe ſtands, the 
Foundation is ſure, tis built upon a Rock. 
The next Thing wherein they excel is, 
their Alliance, Kindred, or Generation : 
This Word Generation, according to a late 
judicious Author, ſignifies ſometimes an Age 
or Succeſſion of Men, or ſo many as live 
in the World in the Age of one Man; ſo one 
Generation paſſeth, and another cometh, &c. 
Eccleſ. 1. 4. Sometimes it ſignities a Proge- 
ny or Off-ſpring ; That is ſo many as do de- 
{cend out of the Loins of ſuch a one, as the 
Generation from Abraham to Davia, Mat. 1. 
Sometimes it ſignifies a Kindred or Stock, 
and ſo not only Carnal but Spiritual; and 
thus wicked Men are ſaid to be an evil and 
adulterous Generation, Mat. 12. 39. As to 
that which is Spiritual, they are all a kin 
one to another thro? the Blood of Chriſt, 
Gen. 3. 15. as they deſcend from the ſecond 
Adam, and are of an Heavenly Extract, an 
1 Family, and of the Houſhold of 
God. 
Hence every Chriſtian is bound, in caſe 
the Cauſe of Truth, and good of the Church 
call 
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call forit, to lay down his Life for the Bre- 
thren, 1 John 3. 6. I know, ſaith our Lord, 
the Blaſphemy of them that ſay, they are Jews 
and are not, Rev. 2.9. Ay, and known unto 
him alſo is the Blaſphemy of them that ſay they 
are Chriſtians and are not, Rev, 2. 23. but 
perſecute thoſe that are. 

Our bleſſed Lord having long ſince read 
their Doom, Mat. 23. 33. le Serpents, ye 
Generation of Vipers, how can ye eſcape the 
Damnation of Hell? As if he had faid, what- 
ſoever becomes of others, yet your Damna- 
tion {lumbers not. 

As to the Dignity of their Function: Firſt, 
They are already made both Kings and 
Priefts unto God, Rev. 1. 6. 

Secondly, They have now the State of 
Kings, and may be known, 1/t, by their 
Apparel, - they have Royal Robes and Gar- 
ments of Salvation; 240, They have a 
great Retinue, and are guarded by Angels, 
Pf. 34. 7. and 91. 11. Heb. 1. 14 | 

Thirdly, They havea commanding Power, 
not ſo much over others as over themſelves; 
they have and keep the Commandments of 
God, bringing down all Imaginations, and 
every high thing in them, that exalts it 
ſelf againſt the Kaowledge of God, and e- 
very Thought into Captivity unto Obe- 
dience to Chriſt Jeſus ; and herein is their 
Power Abſolute, and not to be controll'd. 


As 
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As we have heard of the Royalty; fo here 
we have a diſtinct account of the Chriſtian 
Prieſthood, /. Ixi. 6. a fingular Privilege, 
if we either conſider the Kinds of Prieſt- 
hood, or the ſpecialties of their Employ. 
ment , for as to the Kind, the Prieſthood of 
Chriſtians is better than the Prieſthood of 
the Levites the Sons of Aaron, as they are 
Prieſts after the Order of Melchiſadeck, as 
Chriſt himſelf was, in which Order, every 
Prieſt was a King. 2937406 

And as to the Specialties included in it, 
they are divers. 

As Fir#, They are therein ſeparated and 
conſecrated to God: The Godly of all the 
People in the World, are the only People 
deyoted to God, choſen out of the World as 
his Portion, as the Levites were out of 1/rael. 
_ Secondly, It implies an intimacy, nearneſs, 
and communion with God. The Prieſts li- 
ved in God's Houſe, and ſtood always be- 
fore the Lord, dwelt in his Preſence, and 
made the neareſt approaches to him : So do 
the Godly, They only dwell in His Sight, 
enjoy His ſpecial Preſence, and ſee His Glo- 
ry, who fatiates their Souls with fatnels, 
Jer. xxxi. 14. 
Here's Terror to wicked Men, whether 

they be Hypocrites or openly Prophane; 
For as Strollers, or vagrant Stage- Players 
upon a Stage, acting the Parts of Kings, 
are by the wiſer ſort of Men accounted 
as Rogues and Scoundrels; ſo Hypocrites, 
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like their 'Father the Devil, who ean turn 
himſelf into an Angel of Light, and yet re- 
main a Devil ſtill (which is his Maſter-piece, 
and one of the greateſt Miſteries of Iniquity) 
can, and often do transform themſelves into 
Children of Light, and yet not have ſo 
much as one ſpark of true Grace in them, 
but ſtill continue to be Hypocrites, the worſt 
of Men except Apoſtates: But yet cannot 
the moſt refined; or beſt accompliſh'd Hy- 
pocrites expreſs the Life and Power of Reli- 
gion, nor yet the Peace and Joy of true Be- 
lie vers, whom they brand and treat as Schiſ- 
maticks, Enthuſiaſts, or Phanaticks; and 
out of that implacable hatred, and malig- 
nant A verſion which they bear to the Image 
of God, are many times not aftraid to ruſh 
into the ſacred Preſence, and hale from his 
Altars, the Worſhippers of the living God; 
offering the greateſt Indignities to the 
Prieſts of the Lord, the Children of the 
moſt high, each one reſembling the Child 
of a King, whereby they are known to 
be nobly deſcended, what Diſguiſe ſoever 
may be put upon them. But let not the 
Children of light preſume to act the Parts 
of Hypocrites, nor have any fellowſhip 
with the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs ; but 
rather reprove them, and always demean 
themſelves as Princes, fuch as are anointed 
and ſhall in Time be erown'd Kings, hold- 
ing faft that which they have, that no Man 
take away their Crown, Rev. iii. 11. And | 
An 
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And as to the openly Profane, they are 
neither to be fear'd nor truſted ; for their 
Breath is in their Noſirils, I/. ii. 22. And 
wherein are they to be accounted of ? 
Wherein was Zedekiah that profane wicked 
Prince of J/ae/ to be relied upon, when his 
Day, to wit, the Day of Retribution and 
juſt Puniſhment of his Wickedneſs was 
come ? 1 | 

The Holineſs of Chriſtians is their next 
Prerogative, wherein they excel all others, 
both in Point of Juſtification through the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed, and Sancti- 
fication through his Righteouſneſs imparted 
to them, and that Grace which 1s begun 
in them here, ſhall hereafter have its can- 
ſummation in Eternal Glory. This may 
Caution them not to be wicked over- much, 
Eccleſ. vii. 17. that is, not to think too 
meanly of themſelves, for that their Ad- 
verſary the Devil, and his Agents are ready 
and likely enough to render them vile and 
— both in the Sight of God and 

1 
The beſt way therefore to ſilence fooliſh 
Men, is by an Holy Converſation, 1 Pet. ii. 
15. And the way finally to get rid of all 
our open and inteſtine Enemies, is to reſiſt 
the Divel ſtedfaſtly in the Faith, ſtriving 
againſt Sin, to renounce the World, and to 
crucify the Fleſh with the Affect ions and 
RY 
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Their next Prerogative implied in this 
Word Nation, is their Number. 

If we conſider the Church abſtracedly, 
as when the Scripture ſaith, That Chriſt took 
ant on him the nature of Angels, but the 
Seed of Abraham ; doubtleſs the Children 
of Wrath are more in Number than the 
Heirs of Salvation. But if we "conſider it 
extenſively, and come to mount Jon, and 
unto the City of the living God, the Hea- 
venly Jeruſalem, the great Metropolis of 
this compact and holy Nation, in which are 
Thrones and Dominions, and Principalities 
and Powers, which guard the Avenues to 
the Place of the great. King: I can hardly 
conceive how this Church, conſiſting of the 
Ele& Angels, and Men under Chriſt their 
Head, who is over all, God bleffed for ever, 
ſhould be inferiour in Number to the Devil 
and his Angels, Inſtruments or Agents, that 
ſtand in oppoſition to the Kingdom of God. 

Now, I ſay, tho' the Word Head is uſed 
ſometimes for one who in any kind is before 
and above others: And in this ſenſe Chriſt 
is the Head of Angels and Men ; yet here L 
would underſtand Chriſt and rhe Church in 
a more limited ſence, that is, in a more near 
and communicative ſort, conjoined as the 
Head is with the Body, and Members which 
are annexed and ſubjected to it. And in 
this ſence Chriſt is Head over all Things to 
his Church, which is his Body, the fullneſs 
of him that filleth all in all. £ | 
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Let us then, to preſerve our Union, walk 
with Chriſt, and be ever with him, even as 
it is in drawing a Circle with Compaſs and 
Lines from the Circumference to the Center; 
ſo it is with us, the more they come near. 
the Center, the more they unite till they 
come to the ſame Point ; the further they 
go from the Center in which they are united, 
the more they run out one from the other: 
So the nearer we come to Chriſt, the more 
we unite ; but the further we run from him, 
the greater is our diſtance one from another, 

He therefore that would denominate him» 
ſelf a Chriſtian, muſt always obſerve the 
Faſhions, and follow the manner of his Na- 
tion where-ever he comes, and:ſoflet his light 
ſhine betore Men, that they ſeeing his good 
Converſation, may glorify God their Hea- 
venly Father, 
Laſth, They area peculiar People highly 
favoured, and anointed of God, form'd and 
faſhion'd for himſelf; They are his Work- 
manſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
Works. | 

And who then ſhall ſeparate them from 
the Love of God which is in Chrift Jeſus ? 

He that toucheth his Annointed, touch- 
eth the Apple of his Eye. 

Remember how Moſes, the Man of God, 
not able to brook the Inſolence of the Egyy- 
tian beating an Hebrew Servant, ſlew him. 

And was there not a time when God hint- 
ſelf impower'd the Dumb Aſs (appearing — 

| e 
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be wiſer than hisWrider) with Man's Voice, 


* 


to rebuke the Madneſs of the Prophet? 

Yea, fo brutiſh among the People and 
unwiſe, is every Perſecutor, that he Acts 
like one beſides himſelf, even as Solomor's 
Mad-man, caſting Firebrands, Arrows, and 
Death. 

Well therefore doth the Pſalmiſt com- 
pare theſe to Horſes or Mules, which have 
no Underſtanding, whoſe Mouths muſt be 
held with Bit and Bridle, leaſt they come 
near unto us ; otherwiſe we cannot Rule 
them, nor prevent or hinder them from do- 
ing us harm. 

A Man can never be too well provided, 
or guard againſt the Outrage of thoſe furi: 
ous Spirits, who damn all Moderation for 
Hypocryſy, and giving 'up the Churches 
Rights ; and are moſt inflamed (as a Wiſe 
Man ſays) at thoſe who do nothing but ſo- 
berly defire them not to be Angry. 

And the Reaſon why theſe (who call 
themſelves Proteſtants) are ſo little touch'd 
with the feeling of others Infirmities, is be- 
cauſe they have ſo many of their own. They 
can behold the Mote that is in their Bro- 
thers Eye, but conſider not the Beam that 
is in their own Eye. | 

And now what is the great end of all 
our Goſpel Privileges, but that we ſhould 
ſhew forth the Praiſes or Virtues of him 
who hath called us out of Darkneſs into 
his marvelous Light; that we ſhould walk 
worthy 
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' worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſing, that 
the Image of God might, as much as is 
poſſible, ſhew forth it ſelf in us, and the 
Nature of God be expreſſed by us. 

Why are the Virtues in us, called the 

Virtues of Chriſt; but becauſe they are 
the Gifts of the Spirit of Chriſt, by which 
we reſemble him, and grow more like him 
every Day than other, till we come to ſee 
him as He is. 
This reproves ungodly Men in the 
Church, that profeſs the Service of Chriſt, 
and claim the Privileges of the Goſpel, and 
yet by their filthy Converſation, c_ his 
Name to be Blaſphemed. 

And as to the Chriſtian Calling, tis s found- 
ed on the Kindneſs and Love of God to loſt 
Sinners, that miniſtreth to them his Spirit, 
perſwading them to receive the Love of the 
Truth, and to obey from the Heart the Do. ; 
&rines of the Goſpel. 

Dreadful then is the Caſe of thoſe, who 
reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, and judge chemlelves 
un worthy of eternal Life, Acts xiii. 46. 

The next Thing here conſiderable, is that 
of Darkneſs, which in Propriety of Speech, 
is the abſence or privation of Light. 

Metaphorically it ſignifies, Firſt, The 
State of Ignorance, Rom. 2. 19. 

Secondly,The State of Impiety, 1 Pet. ii. 9. 

Thirdly, The State of Miſery, P/al. cvii, 10. 

As to that Darkneſs out of which they 
are called, the Darkneſs of 3 15 

ere 
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here principally intended, tho' other ſorts of 
Darkneſs, as Fear and Horror, and other 
Afflict ions many Times ariſing from the 
remainder of Corruption in the Hearts of 
Believers, notwithſtanding Chriſt may be 
in them the Hope of Glory, are not utterly 
excluded, oo 
From whence tis evident, that the State of 
Men, not effectually called, is a dangerous 
State indeed, in that they have no part in 
this ſaving Light, but lie till in the Dark- 
neſs of their natural Corruption, and ha- 
vingno hope, live without God in theWorld, 
and know not how ſoon they may be caſt in- 
to utter Darkneſs. 
Happy then are they, and they only, 
whom God hath delivered from the Power 
of Darkneſs, and hath tranſlated them into 
the Kingdom of his dear Son ; for altho? 
fome of the beſt of Men thar hereknow but 
in Part, may take up that complaint, Job. xix. 
8. and xxxvii. 19. yet are they not under 
the Power of Darkneſs, Coloſſ. i. 13. He 
that believeth not, abideth in darkneſs, Joh. xii. 
46. nor are they under a groſs and palpable 
Darkneſs, they can ſee their Way, and are 
all taught of God. The Goſpel is now tru- 
ly Taught, 1 Joh. ii. 8, they are therefore 
called the Children of Light, x Theſſ. v. 
4, 5- and light muſt ſhine and not be hid, 
Lake xi. 33, 35. 
Finally, This Light is a marvellous Light 
which they are called into; a Light that is 
| com- 
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commanded to ſhine out. of Darkneſs» 
2 Cor. 4. 6. Herein is a marvellous Thing in* 
deed, That the Sun ſhould ſhine in the 
Night, or at Evening, Tech. 14. 7. And 
yet again the more Marvellous, in that it 
ſhines only to the Godly. There was Light 
in Goſben, when Egypt was cover'd with 
thick Darkneſs, The Light of Chriſt ſhineth 
not in the Reprobate, 2 Cor. 4. 4. From an 
Unbeliever Chriſt is abſent even when he is 
preſent. The Light ſhineth in Darkneſs, aud 
the Darkneſs comprehendeth it not. Come now 
all ye People, and ſee the Workmanſhip of God ! 
more excellent in regard of. Chriſt its Head, 
than all the Creatures which God hath made: Is 
not this the Church? That Woman clothed with 
the Sun, crowned with Stars, and trampling 
the Moon under her Feet, led into the Wilder- 
neſs, and conflicting with the Dragon? Be- 
hold ! yet a little while and Zion ſhall be deli- 
ver'd, and the Church Militant rejoice and 
triumph in the Lord over all her mighty Eue- 
mies, which ſhall no more aſſault nor tyrannize 
over her for ever. OR 
And who knoweth (or rather, who ſhall 
doubt) whether our Sovereign Lord King 
George, is come to the Throne of theſe 
Kingdoms for ſuch a Time as this ; namely, 
a time for the compleat Deliverance of Gods 
Church and People out of the Hands of all 
their Enemies. | 
There are many of us yet alive, who 
{awour Religion and our Laws, ſo boldly 
Ez violated 
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violated and trampled under Feet, that we 
could not but fear the Loſs of all our Rights, 
and Liberties ; when God by that mighty 
Prince King William of immortal Memory, 
freed us from our impendent Dangers, who 
deſpiſed his own, for the Sake of our com- 
mon Safety; exerciſing himfelf in Arms and 
Dangers, for a Check o mighty Oppreſſors, 
and the ſeaſonable Relief ot diſtreſs'd Man- 
kind. But yet were they not able to anſwer 
to God and their own Conſciences, thoſe de- 
ſponding Murmurs, and unreaſonable Com- 
plaints, which (as a great Man ſays) were 
more than whiſpered in. our Streets. 

How much leſs then were they able to ac- 
count for the Tumultuous Proceedings of 
that barbarous Rabble, animated by a Sedi- 
tious Spirit, and ſwelled into Rebellion after 
the Reduction of that haughty Frez:h Ty- 
rant, and the Advancement of our Victo- 
rious Army crowned with Succeſs on every 
ſide ? When yet ona ſudden, a Voice was 
heard proclaiming, The Church, the Church 
is in Danger; which took ſuch effect in the 
time of the late memorable Queen Anne, 
that a Peace was then had, when a War 
ſhould much rather have been purſued or 
proſecuted with France, with whom we 
might no more on any Terms, either to have 
made Peace, or Covenanted with them, than 
the Iſraelites might make Peace with the 
Nations caſt out before them, and were to 
be utterly deſtroyed by them, Deut. 7. 2. 
Jadg. 2. 2. Deat. 23. 6. And 
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And ſince his now Majeſty's Acceſſion to 
the Crown, have not theſe, venti Typhonics, 
theſe reſtleſs and violent Spirits endeavour d 
to caſt all into Confuſion and to take away 
Peace? yea, may we not with the Pſalmiſt 
ſay concerning them, Pf. 93.3, 4,5, 6. The 
' Floods have lifted up, O Lord, the Floods have 
lifted ap their Voice, the Floods have lifted up 
their Waves? As if the Lord on high had 
not been mightier than the Noiſe of many 
Waters, yea, than the mighty Waves of 
the Sea; or could not now as eafily ſtill the 
Noiſe of the Seas, the Noiſe of the Waves, 
and the Tumult of the People, as when in 
Times paſt he aroſe and rebuked the Winds 
and the Sea. LS 

And what, tho' now the Children of Be- 
lial, to wit, certain Lewd and lnfamous Per- 
ſons of the baſeſt ſort are gone out from a- 
mongſt us, and others, in deſpight of all 
that hath been ſaid and done from the 
Throne for ſecuring the Church, have laid 
a Confederacy with them; altho' I tremble 
to think what had been the dreadful Effects 
of ſuch prodigious Wickedneſs, had the 
Almighty kept Silence, and our God held 
his Peace; for ſurely, the greateſt amongſt 
Men, without the Care and Aid of the 
Almighty (as hath been long ſince ohſerv'd) 
is but a poor wretched Creature abandoned 
to Miſery. Yet now, bleſſed be God, who, as 
an earneſt of his Merciful Kindneſs towards 


us, hath delivered up the Men that have 
| lifted 
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lifted up their Hand *gainſt' our Sovereian 


Lord the King, and hath reſerved to him - 
ſelf ſo many Thouſands that have not bowed 
their Knees to Baal, nor kiſſed the Pretender, 
but have been able to convince the World, 

that Loyalty is of the Eſſence of their Reli- 
gion; and that the Wiſdom of God never 


wants ſufficient means to reſcue his Church 


without diſhonouring his Religion, 'Tis 
therefore moſt ridiculous to believe, that 
the Church is now in Danger from the 
glorious Adminiſtration of the preſent Go- 
vernment; And may he that ſhall be found 
at the Head of this Inſurrection, meet with, 
or ſhare the Fate of Sheba the Son of Bichai 
the Rebel, and the filthy Carcaſe of this Con- 
ſpiracy be wrapt up in Confulion and buried 
out of Sight, no more to embroil or annoy 
theſe happy Kingdoms of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 


